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OF A POLITICAL PRISONER.
[ Translated for the North American, ]

(CONTINUED.)

The 20th day of April is a terrible day
fur us. The canals of the privies is filled
up, and the filth is now overflowing the
wards; 1he stench is excessive; we antici-
pate putrid fevers, in consequence of the
Lorrible state in which weare. Wehave to
pump our  water in this terrible filth,
We hope the proper authorities will use
o/l dilligence to remedy such un  accident.
85th April.—M. J. B. Molleor of Hen-
tyville is brooght tothis jail a prisoner; ac-
cosed of High Treason. As some volup-
wers under the enmmand of a man pamed
Forber, were entering Lis hovse to make
lum a prisoner, be gotout by a window
and wos running towards the wonds, when
cne of the volunteers named Burr, fired at
Lim, and brought him to the ground, The
Ll had entered the back of the shoulder
near the omaplate, and had come out near
Carotid JArlery. He was taken
t his house, and the volunteers were
vaivage enough to prevent his friends from
weeing b, and  to threaten with

the

Liack

swnrd
in hand, his frightened wife, who wished
ta atiend npon him,

He s much indebted o Mr, MaeGill-
viay's humanity, who had the kindness tn
eend for a Surgeon who dressed his wound,
by which means he revived a little before
Ls wasenrried to jail.  This hwmane con-
ducton the part of Mr. MacGillvray of-
fended Mr. Forlies very much, and of
conrse displensed the tender-hearted Editor
of the fierald,

S0tk dpril.—The prisoners of the old
inil are hrought here and shut op with wvs.
On the's way to this place they were gree-
il by some kind and brave Canadians,
who, in spite of bayonets, feel yet sym-
pathy for their (ellow-countrymen, who
euffer captivity for the eommon cavse of
liberty.  Our joy i= inexpressible, yvet me-
lanchuly, at secing our old friends. But we
can hardly recognize them, so much are
they altered by the sufferings of their long
captivity, Tears are shed by both parties,
but still our courage is undaunted, and our
animosity against British slavery is still
the same as ever, One of the new comers
is said to have wrilten the history of his
captivity, Il we can judge by their miser.
uile appearance, the recital of their suffer-
11gs must certainly excite the sympathy
of the readers,

8th May.—Messrs, Gouin and Chappe-
deleine, both ol Sorel, are set at liberty,
alter five months and a bell imprison-
ment, They are told by the Governmeat
Officers that the affidavits made against
them are of no importance. How many
athers, since December last, have been lib-
erated because the Attorney General has
found thet there was no sccusation against
them! But probably they shall be able 1o
tecover damages for false imprisonment,
from those who caused them to be arrested.
Notatall: an act of the immaculate and
spotless Council, shields the informers, and
stoundrels who with the view of getting
td of a private eneray or a competitor, or
of gaining a few dollars offered by a tory
magistrate, have sworn falsely against any
“aF, patrniot or no patriot.

Thus the corrupt edicts ol Colborne
were made subservient to the private in-
terests and personal enmity of our political
enemies,

10thA May.—The courage with which
our eompanions of misfortune bear their
sufferings, deserves the greatest praise.

This hemic courage is more remarkable

with that class of prisoners who, deprived
0l edusmation, have not the means of alle-
Vialing the tarments of their loag captivity

Im their country’s cause. Their crops,
their cattle, their husbandary and their
furniture, have all been plundered, and their
houses and barns reduced 1o ashes.  Alter
having kept them in this loathsome jail by
hundreds since last fall, and after having
ruined them, and prevented them from re-
turning to their homes to sow their farms,
the government delights in keeping them
in duress for the sake of reducing them to
beggary! This cool and premeditated bar-
barity is worse than all the odions end
barbarous acts committed till now by the
British government,

A prisoner, (Mr. Boucher Belleville,)
degirous of rendering a service to the
cause of hnmanity, s0 much outraged by
Sir Johin Colborne, framed a petition to his
K.xeellency, in the pame and in the be-
half of the farmers who were detained
in this jail. I herewith give the tenor of
this peition.

To his Excellency Sir John Colborne,
Le. &,

May il please Your Excellency,

We the undersigned farmers, detaine! in
the common jail of this District, under
political accusations, take the liberty of re-
monstrating to Your Excellency:

That, ol all the political prisoners, the
farmers are those who suffered the most by
the unfortunate events by which this coun-
try hias been afflicted, because, generally
speaking, they belonging to the poorer
class of snciety; therefore the burning and
plundering of their property is an injury,
more to be felt by them than by any other
class of society.

That your petitioners, have mostly all
been in jail for four months past, and some
of them a longer period; that besides the
pains to which their bodies have been sub-
jeeted, during such a long and rigorous
confinement, they have also suffered much
[rom pecuniary embarrassment, not being

able to attend to their business, and being
forced to pay with NEIT oo wvvuny 1t

their victuals and clothes,
‘That all the political troubles being end-
ed, nofears could be entertaived from the
return of the prisoners to their homes.
That the time for sowing being nearat
hand, a great number of farms will yield
no crops this year for want ol persons to
work on them, unless we are allowed 1o
retarn; which will inevitably ruin most ol
vour petitioners, and thereby injure the
community at large,

‘T hat these considerations, however im-
portant they may be, seem to be of minor
consequence when we reflect upon the
duty we owe to our aged parents, our
wives, and our unprotected, helpless chil_
dren. 'They need our protestion and our
support.

May it please Your Excellency to ex-
empt those to whom we owe life, as wel|
as those who stand in the same relation to
us, Irom punishment for the political offen.
ces of their sons or their fathers, for we
feel that they ought not to suffer for our
political errors, If we are detained here
they will be the greatest sufferers, although
our sufferings are nearly insupportable.

That these considerations lead uvs, (and
we believe it our imperative duty) to beg
from Your Excellency that he might be
pleased to exercise, in our behalf the no.
blest attribute of a man of power, namely
thai of doing good to those over whom he

lies; who, althovgh guiltless, could not but
be exposed to the moslL extreme poverty
and wretchedness if we do not retorn in
season to sow enongh & provide for them
for thecoming year. Many families will

subsistence, and will praise your name;
and who in their gratitude, which shall
last as long as their lives, will not cease 10
join your petitioners in their ardent prayers
for Your Excellency’s wellare.

Montreal Jail, Tth April, 1838,

This petition was never answered. On
the 15th April the following letter was ad-

by reading; the farmers distinguish them- | dregsed to the Civil Secretary by the gen-
seives hy their patience and devotedness | tleman who had framed- the petition, but

is placed, and to send vs back to our [ami-

be thus indebted to you for the means of

this also remained npanswered,
To W. Rowan, Esquire, Civil Seeretary

Sir,—On the 8th of this month | had
the honor to sddress to you a letter to-
gether with a petition to the Governor,
The signers of this petition wish me to
enquire from you whether you have re-
ceived my letter and the petition.

I have the honor to be &c. &e.

This letter also received no answer, from
which we concluded that it was a decided
plan with the government not 10 1ake any
notice of the requisision of the prisoners.We
were fully satisfied of the truth of our sus-
picion when sometime alterwards we
learnt that Sir John, when complaints had
been made against the physician of the
jail, had said: ** I we listen to their com-
plaints against the physician, they will al-
terwards complain ol the Sherifl, then of
the jailer, and the wrnkeys, and there will
he no end to such eomplaints.” [t is the
Sherilf himsell who very candidly reported
to us these remarks of His Excellency.

22nd May.~—1 learn that the corpses of
two patriots, Joseph Delpe & Toussaint
Lavallee, killed at the battle of St. Charles,
have just been found uvnder the ruinof a
house burnt by Wetherall alter the battle
was over, In conformity to the Bishop's
Pastoral Leller, the priest ol the Parish re-
fused to bury them in the burying ground,
This same shominable conduct towards
the remains of honorable men, has heen
ohserved towards all the other patriots
who died on the battle-field at St. Charles,
St. Fustache, or elsewhere. There are
people who laugh at this petty vengeance
of His Lordship, and see in this vile act
of the Bishop but avother means of court-
ing power. Many seem to be disposed o ac-
knowledge the power of the Bishop to
pronounce on the right that a man who
lias left this unhappy and sinful world,
has ol expecting a happy life in the other;
and so :ight we, il we did not see

decisions absolutely in contradiction, the

ewma-eeatsll dha ather f."\m “.'m’rPnt, tlhiorah-
men on the same topiecs. They cite as an

example,the funeral service that the French
Bishops perform yearly, with the greatest
pomp, for the victims of the three days of
July 1830, and they add furthermore that
it was His Most Christian Majesty that
was dethroned by these men for whom the
Bishops now perform annual service. On
the contrary in Canada, they say, that il
the Canadians had it in their minds to de-
throne any one,it was a heretic Queen.
To this last reasoning, I answer that it is
of no weight with our holy Bishop who
is far from being a [anavic, and that he
cares not for the person who occupies the
throne provided itis always an ahsolute
and despotic government. As pious a
christian as he ig, he would willingly obey
a Mahomedan Prince, according to the
doctrines promulgated in bis infemous
Pastoral Letter. 'T'he great secret of all
this is a mitre, a gilded throne and a velvet
cushion. A famous casuist of this city
says that the case ol the French insurgents
and that of the Canadian Rebels are not
exactly parallel, and the reason is very ob~
vious; the former have been suecessful, and
we have failed; consequently they have
rights in heaven that we cannot have,
from the great principle acknowledged in
all the human society, and which they pre-
tend is also an abiding ruie in the other
world—** woe to the vanquished.” At
least such is the reasoning of the great the-
ological Doctors, the Bishop of Montreal
and the Superior of the Seminary of St
Sulpice. Such profound reasoning ought
to eonvince every one; Itherefore submit
tow. Bot | have a question to ask to the
great caspist. What became of the
souls of those killed in July 1880, Irom the
moment of their deaih 1o the moment that
the tricolored flag was waving on the Ven-
dome enlumn, and to the time that Charles
X was obliged to leave Puris?
thealogians discuss such questions whilst
we fight the battles of our country.

Charles and was boried in the Catholie

burying ground, with all the religious sol-
emnily of the Catholic Church. Is s
‘not a new proof that heaven is for the
| Vietors! \When a new insurrection takes
place in Canada, | hope that the Canadians
will bear this in mind.

28rd May.—1 have already said that we
are not allowed to see our friends, nor
even our Attorneys, though we have law-
suits pending before the Court, Itis o
painful sight to see mothers and wives tra-
velling 50 or 60 miles for the mere gratifi-
cation of seeing their childien, or their
husbands, through iron-grated windows,
remaining oftentimes the whole day around
the walls of the jail, and many a time
without the desired effect. In such con-
duct nothing of a criminal character,l snp-
pose, cah be found; nevertheless they are
forced to quit the ground from the harsh
treatment they receive; and this very day
they have confined to jail two of the friends
of one of the prisoners, hecause they ha,
nodded to the rebels from the street
in passing by the jail.  Shall it ever be
known by what authority these men are
incarcerated? <I'he regulations of the jail
give us the right of seeing our relations
and [riends twice a week. Mr, L. M.
Vigerand Mr. Peltier having summoned
the Sheriff to allow their friends 1o visit
them, Mr. De St. Ours took immediate
pains to have that part of the regulations
recalled,

20tk May.—Another of those regula-
tions gave leave to the prisoners to go into
the yard of the jail. However on this
day we are allowed for the first
time to inhale the free air, out of our infee-
ted cells, which favor was repeated!y beg.
ged from the Sherifl, The regulation does
not specily how long ths prisoners can re-
main in the yvard, but Mr. De St. Ours
has ordered that it shall be (rom ten o'clock
A.M. till noon, and from two 1o four o’clock
P.M., t.e.~during the most excessive heat
of the day. He has also ordained that no

mare fthan jen nolitical prisoners ean an 2
once into the yanl. Ad we nomber 130

state prisoners, it may be seen how long
each of vs may enjoy this promenade, to
insppire  fresh air at noon-day? in a
place too where there is not a single tree
to shade us, Great numbers of the pri-
soners have disdained to accept of this
gracious offer from the Sheriff,

Nevertheless a little air and exercise
must be necessary to the prisoners, as the
greatest number of them are lodged in cells
which differ from the dungeons only in their
location. A part of this jail has been
built for a penitentiary, and the cells we
inhabit now, were destited to solilary con.
finement. The prisoners thus secluded,
would have been well gecured, and their
health would not have been impaired, as
their work would have employed them
during the greater part of the day in the
work shops, which were to be erected
in the yard of the jail, But the want of
air and light, and the infection that comes
from the privies, the inactivity to which
we are condemned, must in time destroy
the health of every prisoner who has been
confined in them for six months past.

Itis an atrocity worthy of the dark ages,

such circumstances, people who are harely

of the most odious crimes.
prisoner is only accused of a crime, common

him.

| ment,

to keep shut vp in such places and under

accused, with those who were found guilty
As long as a

justice requires that he should not be treat-
ed as guiity until coanvicted, and conse-
queatly no punishment can be inflicted on
If a man is found guilty of an infrac.
tion of the laws, let him be punished ac-
cording to the sentence pronounced against
him ; but for justice and humanity’s sake,
il he is 2o be deprived of his lile, let it be
done speedily, and not by tormenting him
mnst cruelly and most unmercifuolly,with al|
the sgonies of a six monihs confinement in
Let|a loathsome and filthy dungeon, whilst a
' few minutes on the gibbet would answer the
purpose 8s well as this long and painfui

About the same tume thata christian |torture. I can speak of the agonies of a
burial was refused to the corpses of the un- | gix months imprisonment from experience
fortunate but brave patriots, a soldier whrl: | wauld not condemn, il in my power, my
was intoxicated, drowned himsell at St. | most mortal enemy to such brutal treat-
There are pains io this world that

———
cannotl be eonceived unless we have ex-
f?rrifnn'd them, In commiseration for
those miserable and unfortunate men who
may aflter me inhabit these cells, I wish
that the Governor, Sheriff, Jailer and
Turnkeys shoold for a while inhabit them.
Those who shall have the misfortune in
altertime to share my eruel fate, will un-
doubtedly have no more fancy than I have,
forthe Attornev General and the present
Sherifl, Asto Mr. Wand the jailer, 1 be-
lieve him 1o be a very humane man, and
that bis natural kindness leads him 1o sof-
ten the miseries he is forced by his office to
inflict upon us.

We also learn this day (29th May) that
the long-expected Governor General and
High Commissioner Lord Durbam ar-
rived at Quebec, the day before vesterday,
Some of the friends of our party in Eng-
land bave written to some of the reform-
ers here that all confidence may be placed
in Lord Durham’s mission, [ am not sn
proue to give my confidence to an English
Governor, seot here purposely to blind us
toour Colonial interests, and to rule for
the benefit of Eongland and not at all for
ours, Butitis argoed in Lord Dorham’s'
favor, that he is ranked amonzst the Radi-
cals in England. All that might be, but
in Canada he will be a tory; the poor
Canadians will not be belter treated, and
justice will be kept frayn them. He is
hailed by the Canadians as the Angel of
peace and the harhinger of better events
for our eountry; “before I shall believe any
thing, I must, like St. Thomas, see and
Seel. 1 .do not believe in British justice to,
wards the Canadas, 'T'ime will show.

8tk June.—The patriot Generals, Thel:
ler snd  Southerland, Colonel Dodge and
seven others, made prisoners by the Brit-
ish in the recent troubles in Upper Cana-
da, arrive i this jail from whence they
are to be sent to Quebee, They areall
bound with very heavy and massive chains,
except the two Generals and the Colonel,
We need not say that the rabble of this

CHY CRIEO I0YUutide prwr wvwwssonory HAVE
sulted these generous gud unfortunate
men; the loyalists of Quehee will undoubt-
edly observe towards them the same
mean and unmanly condvet. The prison-
ers are all Americen-citizens, and they are
taken to Quebee becavse it was [eared
that they would be rescued from the Tor-
onto jail by a coup de main. They had
only ten miautes notice, before leaving
this last city,

We were at first under the impression
that they were all condewned to be trans-
ported, and we were lamenting to see
§0 many brave men banished to an other
hemisphere, but we very soon learnt that
Gen. Theller is the only one under sen,
tence of death and Gen, Butherland under
that of banishment. T'he others have not
vethad their trials. Weare as kind to
them as our circumstances will allow, and
we feel glad to see that they are full of
courage and resigned to their fate,

28th June.—Some days ago, Mr, Louis
Lussier, a stale prisorer, having taken it
into his head that he should feel happier
on American soil than in this Hotel of
Death, left here without bidding adieu to
any one of us, and most probably withig
18 hours after this sudden and unceremo-
nious leave, he was on the other side of
Lat. 45. The Sheriff and the Attorney
General, whom he had not thooght fit to
let into the secret, seemed to be dissatisfied
with his proceedings, for as soon as they
were informed of it, they put their hounds
on his track, butall in vain. This elope-
ment from jail increases the severity and
close watchings of our guardians, and
brings wpon us increased privations. The
sentries who are in the yard have received
strict orders [rom their officers, not to let
s go within 86 feet of the wall that encir.
cles the jail yard, and not to sllow more
than two together. A petulant and impa_
dent little officer named Gore, showed him-
sell very active yesterday in srresting some
of the friends of the prisoners who were
endeavoring to have a peep st them from
the street & to bow 1o them. [o the mides
of all
had a moment of great hilarity
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these disgusting persecutions, ws
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